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Week 1 menu Week 2 menu 

Next week, we are week 2. 

School dinner can be ordered on the day and children in Key Stage 1 receive free school 

meals.  

 

Collective Worship 

This week we have focused on our value of thankfulness. It was lovely to discuss thankfulness 

with the children and really consider gratitude. We discussed how we were grateful for water, 

food, school, each other as well as things like toys and electronic devices. Mr Ball shared how 

he is grateful for the world we live in, how lucky we are with running water, hot showers, 

transport as well as many other things and Florence told us how she is grateful for her dog, who 

licks her and it tickles! 

 

Celebration  
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Weekly update 

Mr Loader has been outside lots this week at playtime skipping with the children in key stage 2, it 

has been lovely to see so many children joining in. 

 

Thank you so much for all the children who had school dinners on our Census day, Miss Bennett 

did a little happy dance when she got the numbers through.  

 

Potter class were so lucky to visit Fidgety Feet today to take part in their emergency service 

workshop with a visit from Essex Police. They even got to hear the police car sirens!  

 

Class updates 

Potters – please follow us on Instagram: Potter.Class 

The children have been reading the book Funny Bones this week. They have really enjoyed the 

story and naming the bones. They’ve also been using this book to apply to their maths learning 

when ordering sizes from smallest to biggest. 

 

   

 

 



Nightingale - please follow us on Instagram: nightingale.class 

Nightingale have worked wonderfully as a team this week; they used spaghetti and 

marshmallows to build. The children also used the story of Zog in their dance lessons and 

interpreted different parts of the story.  
 

Darwin - please follow us on Instagram: charlesdarwin.class 

As part of the Stone Age Boy book that Darwin are reading, the children used drama to narrate 

the story focusing on powerful verbs and used their body to create cave shapes.  

 

Shakespeare - please follow us on Instagram: Shakespeare.class 

Shakespeare have been adding and subtracting large numbers in maths this week. Both Mr Ball 

and Shakespeare class are really enjoying their hockey lessons each week.  

The children continue to enjoy their World War II learning, this week they were learning songs 

from the war. 

 

Harvest Festival 

We will host our Harvest Festival with Reverend Julia in school on the 7th October 2024. This year, 

we will be contributing our donations to Harlow Food Bank and ask that children bring in their 

donations on the 7th October to add to our display in the hall. Reverend Julia will be taking our 

donations to Harlow Food Bank on 11th October, 

 

Jewellery 

Children can wear a simple watch and small stud earrings to school as part of our uniform 

policy. Children must not wear any other jewellery to school as this could result in harm to them 

or another child in the event of an accident.  

 

School Council Elections 

Mrs Chilvers introduced our school council in Collective Worship last week, election papers must 

be returned by Wednesday 9th October 2024 ready for in class ballots.   

 

Over the counter medication 

Please can we advise not to give your child/ren any over-the-counter medication for them to 

use in school.  This needs to be handed into the School Office and a form completed for us to 

administer. 

 

One Plans 

Teachers are booking One Plans for children with SEN in the next few weeks. One Plans will be 

with the class teachers and we ask that children attend too. If your child has a One Plan, they 

will not need a learning conference in November as we would have already met this term.  

 

Celebration Afternoons 

Celebrating children’s achievements and learning is so important to me and I want to be able 

to give the children the opportunity to share with people that are important to them the 

learning they are most proud of.  

We will be inviting parents into school at the end of each unit from 2.30pm on 24th October 2024 

and 11th December 2024 to showcase their learning. 

Please note change of date for December. 

 

Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service 

Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service will be completing a Height and Weight check for 

Year 6 children. Reception children will also have their Height, Weight and Vision checked on 

Thursday 17th October.  If you do not want your child/ren to have the health check you must 

inform them direct from the email sent on 1st October 2024 

 

 

 



Year 6 secondary applications 

If you have a pupil in Year 6, applications for secondary school places are open between 12th 

September and 31st October. Please use this link to make your application. 

 

ACL 

Would you be interested in free fun activities after school or during the school holidays? 

Would you benefit from attending courses to support your children with SEND, emotional needs, 

or parenting in general? Or sessions to support your own wellbeing? 

  

ACL have FREE sessions available to families at our Centres and libraries including Halloween 

Slime, LEGO, science, crafting, introduction to coding to name a few. 

We are also offering FREE adult courses such as Understanding ASD and autism, SEND support, 

Positive parenting and more which take place online or in our centres. 

More information can be found here. 

 

Attendance 

Guidance suggests that attendance for children across the year should be above 96%, we 

have high expectations of pupil’s attendance but do sometimes understand that in some 

circumstances children are unable to attend due to avoidance medical appointments or 

illness. There has been new guidance for schools on attendance, which we have to follow.  

More information can be found on the Essex County Council website. The Depart for Education 

provides a guide for parents and carers on school attendance. 

 

NHS guidance – is my child too ill for school? 

 

Online Safety 

Each week I will provide ‘top tips’ from the National College as an online safety guide, please 

see the final page. This week the focus is on in game chat and how to keep children safe. 

 

PE Days 

Monday Potters and Shakespeare  

Tuesday Nightingale  

Wednesday Potters and Shakespeare 

Thursday  Nightingale and Darwin 

Friday Darwin 

 

PTA - of Matching Green Primary School 

Please make sure you follow the PTA on Instagram: matchinggreenschoolpta 

 

Loose Change 

Back by popular demand! Bring in your loose change for the winning class to win! 

Please hand in by 18th October 2024. 

 



 
 

75 Club 

 

September winners 

1st - Richard Matthews 

2nd - Peter Howes 

3rd - Cat Gibbons 

 

The 75 Club raises much needed funds to help support our pupils with extra-curricular trips, 

visiting theatre productions, as well as helping to fund other resources for the school. 

 

To join the club we are asking for £2.50 per calendar month per number. The numbers range 

from 1-75. The draw will take place on the last Thursday of the month and the lucky 3 numbers 

pulled out will win cash prizes. The more members of the club, the larger the prize fund! During 

the summer holidays, the prize fund will roll over to create a BIG Rollover to be drawn in 

September! More Information can be found here. 

ASDA Cashpot for Schools 

Mrs Travis has kindly set Matching Green up with Asda’s Cashpot for schools. Please see the 

details below 

 

“Between 2nd September and 30th November 2024, every time customers shop with Asda using 

their Rewards app, they can choose a primary school to receive a percentage of their spend. 

And that’s not all — every time a customer chooses your primary school, Asda will donate £1 to 

your school’s Cashpot, plus a further £50 when your first customer shops.” 

 

 

 



Second hand uniform 

Please leave any donations of uniform you no longer need with the school office, second hand 

uniform is so valuable to many of us.  

If you need any uniform please contact the PTA or the school office and we will source some 

out for you.  

 

SEND resources 

 

Good Beginnings 

A course for parents and carers of children in Reception class or younger, who have autism or 

social communication needs.  A diagnosis of autism is not needed to access Good 

Beginnings.  The course runs in all four quadrants at least twice a year and one online course is 

also offered.  This course is for parents/carers only – they do not bring the children or younger 

siblings with them.  Parents can request a place on the course by completing the application 

form. 

 

Due to high demand, it may be necessary to add their details to a waiting list for the next 

course with availability. 

 

This course covers: understanding autism; communication; play; sensory processing; behaviour is 

communication; eating, sleeping and toileting; managing anxiety 

Information can also be found on the Schools Infolink in the Autism area:  Autism | Essex Schools 

Infolink 

 

EPINS project 

Essex Partnerships for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools (EPINS) 

We have been fortunate to be chosen as a pilot school for the EPINS project. The EPINS project 

is pioneering a new model for supporting good outcomes in mainstream primary schools for 

neurodiverse students and strengthening partnerships between parents, carers, and schools. By 

focusing on improving knowledge, skills, and environments, the aim is to better meet the needs 

of neurodiverse children and enhance their educational experiences. 

 

HCRG Care Groups Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Services have been chosen to lead the 

project aimed at developing skills and the confidence of Essex mainstream primary schools to 

support inclusion. The project has also been formulated to engage with parents and carers to 

gain insights and form an integral part of this coproduction partnership. The Essex Family Forum 

have been chosen to fulfil this role. The approach for EPINS will be based around the key 

principles of the ‘Autism in Schools Projects’ that have been run in other LAs outside of Essex. The 

project aims to provide: 

• good quality training for staff 

• parents supporting parents’ groups 

• an understanding children’s experience of school 

The intention through EPINS will be to enable and facilitate a bespoke, school centred package 

of support and resources to: 

• help shape whole school SEND provision 

• provide early interventions at a school level 

• upskill school staff 

• support strengthening of partnerships between schools and parent/carers 

EPINS will complement the existing support of Essex County Council for schools to access, if they 

need a bespoke training approach, additional to that on offer from ECC SEND teams. 



Wilderness Foundation 

Please go to the Wilderness Foundations website to learn more about the outdoor holiday 

camp for neurodiverse children. 

 

 

Dates Resources Referrals 

Essex SEND Roadshow 

06.11.24 at Peter Kirk Centre 

 

18.10.24 

2pm PINS cuppa and chat 

(see attached leaflet). 

Please email Suzan with any 

questions: 

suzanpins@proton.me  

Essex Local Offer 

 

Supporting your 

Neurodivergent Child 

 

West Essex Inclusion Project 

 

Essex Family Wellbeing 

 

SEND IASS 

 

Autism Central 

Community Paediatric Service 

 

West Essex Community 

Specialist Services 

 

Recent Letters  

03.09.24 – Welcome Back 

16.09.24 – year 6 swimming  

03.10.24 – group of children for tri-golf.  

 



Autumn Spring Summer 

07.10.24 – PTA meeting at 

9am. 

07.10.24 – Harvest Festival – 

children to bring in food 

donations. 

08.10.24 – Group of children to 

tri-golf. Letters have been 

sent. 

09.10.24 – open morning for 

new EYFS intake 25/26. 

18.10.24 – open morning for 

new EYFS intake 25/26. 

18.10.24 – PTA Loose Change 

deadline 

18.10.24 – 2pm PINS cuppa 

and chat 

24.10.24 – children need 

packed lunches today. 

24.10.24 – Learning 

celebration afternoon 

28.10.24 – 01.11.24 – Half term 

31.10.24 – Year 6 applications 

must be made for secondary 

school placements.  

04.11.24 – INSET 

06.11.24 – Year 5 swimming, 

every Wednesday for 5 weeks.  

05.11.24 – Flu vaccinations 

12.11.24 – Learning 

Conferences 

13.11.24 – Learning 

Conferences 

15.11.24 – Children in Need 

05.12.24 – Year 3 Pantomime 

visit 

08.12.24 – Christingle Service 

at Matching Church 

(CM170QZ) 

11.12.24 – Christmas Dinner 

and Christmas Jumper day. 

11.12.24 – Learning 

celebration 

17.12.24 – Key Stage 1 Nativity 

18.12.24 – Key Stage 1 Nativity 

20.12.24 – End of term. 

Children finish at 1.15pm.  

06.01.25 – Non-Pupil Day 

05.01.25 – Children back to 

school 

12.02.25 – Learning 

Celebration Afternoon 

17.02.25 – 21.02.25 – Half term 

04.03.25 – West End in School  

05.03.25 – Potter Educational 

Visit to Aerozone, Stansted.  

06.03.25 – World Book Day 

18.03.25 - Learning 

Conferences 

19,03.25 - Learning 

Conferences 

04.04.25 – End of term. 

Children finish at 1.15pm. 

 

22.04.25 – Children back to 

school 

29.04.25 – Class photos 

12.05.25 – 16.05.25 – SATS 

week 

27.05.25 – End of term  

 

New dates will be added in red 

 

 



 
 


