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‘Life inv all ity fullness’
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Week 1 menu Week 2 menu

Next week, we are week 2.
School dinner can be ordered on the day and children in Key Stage 1 receive free school
meals.

Collective Worship
We have continued to discuss peace in Collective Worship this week, the children were able to
recognise and compare art linked to the Bible story when Jesus Calms the storm. The children
reflected on how peace impacts them and how it makes them feel.

Celebration
Potters Nightingale Darwin Shakespeare
Maliya Ajit Leo William
Primrose Delilah Sienna

Weekly update
We have adjusted lunchtime this week and there has been a lovely shift in the play we seen.
The children have enjoyed using chalks to draw and play games such as noughts and crosses
and the children have enjoyed games such as ‘what is the time, Mr Wolfg' and ‘duck, duck,
goose’. Mrs Travis saw such kindness displayed from all children but in particular the older
children who ran at a different pace when the younger children picked them!

Class updates
Potters — please follow us on Instagram: Potter.Class
Potters have had a week focusing on RE, they've created world view glasses to explore other
religion and compared Diwali and Ramadan. The children enjoyed sharing how they celebrate
their big days too.

Miss Clarke has noticed some of the children are not retaining their tricky words, remember to
practise them in the red book at home.

Nightingale - please follow us on Instagram: nightingale.class
The children have used SketchPad this week on the iPad to edit and amend images, they
enjoyed seeing the changes happen and believing they were in control of that. Miss Mogridge
has put the QR code on Instagram as many of the children wanted to continue with this at
home.



https://www.matchinggreenprimaryschool.com/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/matching-green-primary/UploadedDocument/f523ec2b-000b-4edd-9104-6f9453f62dae/winter-menu-oct-mar-2024-25-week-1.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/matching-green-primary/UploadedDocument/5989056d-5eac-40d3-9be7-361647610098/winter-menu-oct-mar-2024-25-week-2.pdf

Darwin - please follow us on Instagram: charlesdarwin.class
The children have moved on the Bronze Age this week and have been enjoying this. They have
glazed their pots ready for the trip to Leventhorpe to be fired again.

Shakespeare - please follow us on Instagram: Shakespeare.class
Shakepeare continue to be inspired by their WWII topic and have been researching about D-
Day. Mr Ball has also booked their trip to Duxford, which they're excited about. In maths, the
children have been using their reasoning skills to solve problems.

The children have decided to dress up for their WWII trip to Duxford. Mr Ball has shared
information on Instagram.

School Council
The School Council met with Mrs Chilvers last week and will be raising money to purchase some
new bins for the school field. The school council have arranged a ‘PJ day’ for 14" January 2025.
Children will be asked to conftribute £1 and wear their PJs so we can start to build our fund for
the new bins.

Matching’s Responsible Refills
Working with Essex Local Authority and the Essex year of Numbers, we will be opening

Matching's Responsible Refills with year 5 in January on every Tuesday from the 13th January

from 2.45pm - 3.30pm, families and the local community will be able to refill their pots to reduce
plastic waste and use sustainable products which are both good for your health and the

environment. The children in year 5 will sell shampoo, conditioner, hand wash, shampoo and

condition bars, soap and many other hygiene products as well as some dried fruit. Miss Toon
and | will be supporting the children with the project. This is a fantastic learning opportunity and

a huge movement in our work as courageous advocates.

Christmas Enrichment
On Monday, 25" November, the PTA are leading a Christmas Enrichment morning for the
children in school. The children will be making a Christmas Nativity scene to bring home. The PTA
team have spent hours preparing the resources, painting toilet role tubes and will be with us for
the whole morning — thank you so much! This has been fully funded by them as a result of
contributions from families at school events and | encourage you to book your place at the
Christmas Activities evening so this, and other support, can continue to be offered by the PTA.

School Budgets
You may be aware from National news that schools are significantly underfunded and as a
result, we are having to make difficult decisions to manage budgets whilst continuing to offer a
range of learning opportunities. We are so fortunate for our PTA who go over and above to
provide for the children, run events in their own time and give endless hours to meetings and
fundraising, for which we are thankful for as this supports us to do so much more.

It is incredibly important to me for children to have many opportunities to learn both inside and
outside the classroom as well as have educational opportunities beyond the school site and for
children to play, explore and to support their own physical and emotional wellbeing. This year,
our staff will be leading outdoor learning sessions as we are not accessing the Forest School
sessions from an external agency. As a staff group, we have been working hard to incorporate
outdoor learning intfo our whole curriculum and have made the decision to widen our learning
experiences within our staff team, incorporating our love of learning with our hands, heart and
head. Potters have been completing outdoor learning each week this term to investigate and
explore our site and outdoor classroom and will continue to do so over the next two terms and
other classes will incorporate this into their timetable too.

Our PTA have generously offered to support us with resourcing our outdoor learning space to
ensure we are able to offer rich learning and play opportunities as part of our curriculum at
more regular opportunities across the academic year.




Absence reporting
Please be aware that parents and carers must phone the school office to report a child’s
absence each day. This is part of our safeguarding and attendance monitoring procedures. If
we do not hear from you, we will ring to make contact until we are able to physically speak with
you.

Attendance
Guidance suggests that attendance for children across the year should be above 96%, we
have high expectations of pupil’s attendance but do sometimes understand that in some
circumstances children are unable to attend due to avoidance medical appointments or
illness. There has been new guidance for schools on attendance, which we have to follow.
More information can be found on the Essex County Council website. The Depart for Education
provides a guide for parents and carers on school attendance.
NHS guidance —is my child too ill for school?

Safeguarding
Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas
trees this year. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these
new devices and enabling the safety features, there are still potential hazards in the apps.
games and software that children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and
discussing those risks with your child may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are
top tips for ensuring that unwrapping this year's presents doesn’t unleash any unexpected
dangers. In the guide, you'll find tips such as disabling in-app purchasing, taking note of age
ratings and watching out for imitators.

Over the counter medication
Please can we adyvise not to give your child/ren any over-the-counter medication for them to
use in school. This needs to be handed into the School Office and a form completed for us to
administer.

Parking
When picking up or dropping off children at schools, you should do the following:
o Allow yourself plenty of time as the areais likely to be busy.
e Do not park on yellow zigzag lines and avoid parking opposite them.
o If you decide to park further away, please be considerate of local residents and avoid
blocking driveways or access ways.
Parking outside schools | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

PE Days
Monday Potters and Shakespeare
Tuesday Nightingale
Wednesday Potters and Shakespeare
Thursday Nightingale and Darwin
Friday Darwin



https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/attendance-and-absence/understanding#:~:text=Each%20school%20will%20outline%20their,appointments%20outside%20of%20school%20hours.
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-Aug-version.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/parking-outside-schools/

PTA - of Matching Green Primary School
Please make sure you follow the PTA on Instagram: matchinggreenschoolpta

Please remember to book your place at the Christmas Activities Evening.

Christmas Activities
Evening

10.12.24

3:15Jz.m, ~ S:TS‘PM

We are asking for all the children to book and pay
for a space to join our Christmas Activities Event
(Spaces must be booked and payed for by
03.12.2024).

Please email to book : ptamatching@gmail.com

What is included:

« Entry into our Bauble Decotating Competition
» Bauble decorating workshop

» Decorating the school Christmas Tree

» Carol Singing by Candlelight

* Unlimited squash/water and cupcake

Cost per child (plus a free adult) £5
Add a visit to Santa’s Grotto £5

There will be a refreshment stall selling hot/ cold
drinks and cakes.
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75 Club
The 75 Club raises much needed funds to help support our pupils with extra-curricular trips,
visiting theatre productions, as well as helping to fund other resources for the school.

To join the club we are asking for £2.50 per calendar month per number. The numbers range
from 1-75. The draw will take place on the last Thursday of the month and the lucky 3 numbers
pulled out will win cash prizes. The more members of the club, the larger the prize fund! During

the summer holidays, the prize fund will roll over to create a BIG Rollover to be drawn in
September! More Information can be found here.

ASDA Cashpot for Schools
Mrs Travis has kindly set Matching Green up with Asda’s Cashpot for schools. Please see the
details below

“Between 2nd September and 30th November 2024, every time customers shop with Asda using
their Rewards app, they can choose a primary school to receive a percentage of their spend.
And that's not all — every tfime a customer chooses your primary school, Asda will donate £1 to
your school’'s Cashpot, plus a further £50 when your first customer shops.”



https://matchinggreenessexsch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/head_matchinggreen_essex_sch_uk/EXiNJBfapVZMmd-4dgN4XtEBdhQo-RfCHi2KCjpH231YUA?e=fp6qnf

Easyfundraising

Matching Green C of E Primary School - Harlow are registered with easyfundraising, which
means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop online. Over 7,000 brands will
donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them — at no extra cost to yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we'd really appreciate it if
you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It's completely FREE and only takes a
moment.
You can find our easyfundraising page at: Easyfundraising - Matching Green C of E Primary
School
Over the years we have raised an amazing £3,211.33 via this fundraising portal.
So please remember us when you are online and doing your Christmas shopping this year,
remember it does not cost you any extra, but it does raise funds for our PTA, The Friends of
Matching Green School.

Thank you so much for your support.

Second hand uniform
Please leave any donations of uniform you no longer need with the school office, second hand
uniform is so valuable to many of us.
If you need any uniform, please contact the PTA or the school office and we will source some
out for you.

SEND resources

Good Beginnings
A course for parents and carers of children in Reception class or younger, who have autism or
social communication needs. A diagnosis of autism is not needed to access Good
Beginnings. The course runs in all four quadrants at least twice a year and one online course is
also offered. This course is for parents/carers only — they do not bring the children or younger
siblings with them. Parents can request a place on the course by completing the application
form.

Due to high demand, it may be necessary to add their details to a waiting list for the next
course with availability.

This course covers: understanding autism; communication; play; sensory processing; behaviour is
communication; eating, sleeping and toileting; managing anxiety
Information can also be found on the Schools Infolink in the Autism area: Autism | Essex Schools

Infolink
Dates Resources Referrals
Essex Local Offer Community Paediatric Service
Supporting your West Essex Community
Neurodivergent Child Specialist Services

West Essex Inclusion Project
Essex Family Wellbeing
SEND |ASS
Autism Central

Recent Letters
03.09.24 — Welcome Back
16.09.24 — Year 6 swimming
01.10.24 - Reception and Year 6 Height and Weight Checks
03.10.24 — Group of children for Tri-Golf
07.10.24 — EYFS Tapestry Information



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/matchinggreenprimary/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/matchinggreenprimary/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
https://essex-self.achieveservice.com/service/Expression_of_interest_in_attending_Good_Beginnings
https://essex-self.achieveservice.com/service/Expression_of_interest_in_attending_Good_Beginnings
https://schools.essex.gov.uk/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send/autism
https://schools.essex.gov.uk/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send/autism
https://send.essex.gov.uk/
https://essexfamilyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ECC-Supporting-Your-Neurodiverse-Child-Spring-2024-V4-Accessible.pdf
https://essexfamilyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ECC-Supporting-Your-Neurodiverse-Child-Spring-2024-V4-Accessible.pdf
https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/leisure/west-essex-inclusion-project/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do/
https://www.essexsendiass.co.uk/
https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/community-paediatric-service/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/journey-to-autism-diagnostic-service-jades/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/journey-to-autism-diagnostic-service-jades/

22.10.24 - Year 5 swimming

221024 -Shokespeare TagRugby-event-é-November
22.10.24 - Nightingale Multisport event 13" November
22.10.24 - Darwin & Shakespeare Cross Country Event 14 November
14.11.24 — Adverse weather procedures
20.11.24 — Shakespeare Duxford trip.

Autumn

Spring

Summer

25.11.24 — PTA Christmas
Enrichment Morning

28.11.24 — Shooting Stars
Pantomime - Cinderella
05.12.24 - Year 3 Pantomime
visit

05.12.24 — Shakespeare trip to
Duxford

06.12.24 — Christingle Making
with Reverend Julia

08.12.24 — Christingle Service
at Matching Church
(CM170Q1Z)

10.12.24 — EYFS for 2025 tour
10.12.24 - PTA Christmas Event
3.30pm - 5.30pm

11.12.24 — Christmas Dinner
and Christmas Jumper day.
11.12.24 — Learning
celebration

17.12.24 - all children in PE kifs
for PE morning

17.12.24 — whole school
Christmas celebration with
EYFS and Key Stage 1 Nativity
and KS2 Christmas carols from
2.30pm

18.12.24 — whole school
Christmas celebration with
EYFS and Key Stage 1 Nativity
and KS2 Christmas carols from
2.30pm

20.12.24 — End of term.
Children finish at 1.15pm.

06.01.25 - Non-pupil Day
07.01.25 — Children back to
school

14.01.25 - PJ day to raise
money for bins on the field
14.01.25 - PTA film night
12.02.25 - Learning
Celebration Afternoon
12.02.25 - PTA Valentines disco
17.02.25 - 21.02.25 - Half term
28.02.25 - PTA Non-Uniform
Day

28.02.25 — PTA Quiz Night
04.03.25 — West End in School
05.03.25 — Potter Educational
Visit to Aerozone, Stansted.
06.03.25 — World Book Day
06.03.25 - PTA - Bake and
book sale for World Book Day
18.03.25 - Learning
Conferences

19,03.25 - Learning
Conferences

21.03.25 Red Nose Day
24.03.25 — Mothering Sunday
gift room

31.03.25 - PTA Easter
Enrichment and Easter EQg
Hunt.

02.04.25 - Learning
Celebration Afternoon
04.04.25 - End of term.
Children finish at 1.15pm.

22.04.25 — Children back to
school

29.04.25 — Class photos
05.05.25 - May Day
12.05.25-16.05.25 - SATS
week

16.05.25 - PTA Year 6
celebration

21.05.25 - Learning
Celebration Afternoon
23.05.25 - End of term
26.05.25-30.05.24 — Half term
02.06.25 — Non-pupil day
09.06.25 — PTA Father’s Day gift
room

17.06.25 — Sports Day

24.06.25 — Reserve Sports Day
16.07.25 - Learning
Celebration Afternoon

New dates will be added in red




At Natlonal Onfine Safety, we belleve In empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
Itis nesded. This gulde focuses on one of many lssues which we belleve trusted adults should be awars of, Please visit www nationaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for oduits
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SETTING UP APPS, GAMES W
e AND SOFTWARE

Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this
year. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
enabling the safety features, there are still potential hazards in the apps, games and software that
children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks with your child
may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping
this year's presents doesn’t unleash any unexpected dangers.
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The games market has changed /
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DISABLE IN-APP PURCHASING

It's not wise to leave children g -
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in-app purchases without your &
permission. Ideally, set up computers,
consoles and phones so child accounts
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APPS ARE AGE RATED, TOO
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CONSIDER STORAGE

Most apps and games will tell you in

the online store how much space they need

on a device. Check this caretully ~ especiaily
with games, which can run into hundreds of
megabytes and beyond. If you don‘t have enough
free storage on a device to run the game or app,
you won'’t get a refund from the store. You can
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MONITOR IN-GAME COMMS

Voice chat with friends is part

of the fun of modern gam r’? -

but danger lurks here too. Many

titles have open chat systems,

meaning that children could speak to
3 ntmn?eu or hear adult language and

verbal abuse when games get
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Titles Iike Roblox, Minecraft and
Fortnite have in-game currencies,

. which can be earned through -
g;oguu in the game - but can also

bought with real money. A common
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WATCH OUT FOR IMITATORS

% Even in the official stores, untrustworthy
rogue apps can slip through the net.
Common tricks are apps or games that have
sli htlx different name to the genuine article
Fortnight rather than Fortnite, for instance) or
use logos which deliberately look very similar to
the official app. To avold downloading these
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LEGAL APPS THAT BREAK THE LAW IN-APP REGISTRATION &

There are many apps that are perfectly legal but
enable illegal activity — streaming apps which let
rao e wafch football matches, say, without paying
or Sky or BT Sport. Prosecution for using such apps
behaviour like
viewing rogue streams on sites teeming

with maliclous links. Watch for children

Installing unusual apps with ‘TV’,

‘stream’ or ‘sport’ in the name. (V)

Meet Our Expert

Barry Collins has been a technology journolist and editor for
more than 20 years, working for titles such as the Sunday Times,
Which?, PC Pro and Computeractive. He's appecred regularty as
a technology pundit on television and radio, Including on
Newsnight, Rodio 5 Live and ITV News ot Ten. He has two chliidren
and has writes regularly about internet safety issues.

=4

It's common for crps and games to
ask users to register: entering personal
details like email address, date of birth and
= other Information you might not want your child
to divuige. Ask them to get your permission
before giving any personal info to an app - and
consider usin, e
s0 they're not targeted by market! spam or put
_ at risk of having their data stolen. s £
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your details rather than the child’s,
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imitations, read the ulpr'a description and check
who the publisher is listed as.
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STAY UPDATED

Most games and apps are subject to regular
updates, which not only offer new content and
features but cllogmvldo critical security
improvements. Children tend to ignore such
updates - usually because they don't
understand why they’re important, or they ay Ses
simply want to get straight on with gaming.
Check your child’s devices periodically to
make sure these updates are being installed '
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Users of this guide do 2o at their own discretion. No llability Is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.12.2022




