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Church School Blog 

Week 1 Week 2 

Next week, we are Week 1 

School dinner can be ordered on the day and children in Key Stage 1 receive free school 

meals.    

 

Collective Worship 

We have continued to focus on love this week and linked this to Genesis 2:15, 

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.”. From 

this, we discussed how we work and keep our school. The children could talk about the things 

they are proud of such as their learning and the community support such as carols at the 

Cricket Club. The also identified we need to take better care of our resources and protect our 

school from littering. With that, the children have been avidly using our new litter pickers to tidy 

up our school grounds as courage advocates.  

 

                                                    Celebration                                                               

Potters 

Jake 

Nightingale 

Julius 

Gabriel 

Darwin 

Alice W 

Isaac 

Shakespeare 

Lilly 

Desia 

 

Weekly update 

I was so proud of Connie, Zachary and Isaac this week who when we were discussing 

stereotyping and making judgements as our Picture News worship this week, they were so 

thoughtful in their responses. Zachary and Isaac reminded us that we should ‘never judge a book 

by it’s cover’ and that in Shrek, he feels saddened when others ‘judge him before they know him’. 

Talk to your children about our Picture News this week and see what they tell you. 

 

I am over the moon to share with you that 8 of our children competed in a swimming event at the 

Aquatic Centre in Stratford on Thursday. Out of 8 teams, they finished 2nd and the children were 

all awarded silver Panathlon medals. The children each tried something new and pushed 

themselves out of the comfort zone and loved being in the Olympic pool – well done swimmers! 

 

Water bottles 

Please remember the children should only come to school with water and not juice. 

 

 

https://www.matchinggreenprimaryschool.com/
https://www.matchinggreenprimaryschool.com/page/?title=Matching+Green+Church+School+Blog&pid=41&action=saved
https://www.matchinggreenprimaryschool.com/attachments/download.asp?file=251&type=pdf
https://www.matchinggreenprimaryschool.com/attachments/download.asp?file=253&type=pdf


Parent Governor Role 

We have not yet received sufficient applications for the two parent governor vacancies, please 

see the email sent on 7th February (reshared today). The date will be extended until March 31st for 

further applicants. The governors will also attend the bake sale on the 6th March to discuss the role 

with anyone interested. 

 

Matching’s Responsible Refills 

We cannot wait to open Matching’s Responsible Refills to customers on Tuesday 4th March 2025 

between 2.30pm – 3.15pm, and we will open on the 1st Tuesday of each month from 2.30pm – 

3.15pm. Please bring your 500ml refillable bottles with you. 

We can accept cash or card, but card would be preferable.  

 

Opening times for 2025 

4th March, 1st April, 6th May, 3rd June, 1st July.  
 

Prices 

Product Price Amount  

Body wash £3 500ml 

Washing up liquid £1.75 500ml 

Hand soap £2.50 500ml 

Laundry liquid £10 500ml 

Fabric conditioner £8 500ml 

Shampoo £3 500ml 

Conditioner £2.50 500ml 

 

Attendance 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that we are following national guidance in 

regard to our approach to attendance and would therefore encourage parents and carers to be 

honest with pupil absences.  

 

Unfortunately, there have been numerous occasions of dishonesty regarding holiday absences 

and this puts the children and their peers in difficult positions. This does not support the values of 

the school which is disappointing.   

 
 Whole school Potters Nightingale Darwin Shakespeare 

Year to date 94.7% 95.5% 93.3% 96.1% 94.3% 

This week 92% 93.3% 88% 96.1% 90.8% 

Persistently 

absent 

pupils 

12 pupils 1 pupil 3 pupils 3 pupils 5 pupils 

 

Class updates 

Potters – please follow us on Instagram: Potter.Class 

Potter class have started their tropic on transport ahead of their visit to Aerozone next week. They 

have been learning about different transportation methods and comparing them to historical 

vehicles.  

 

Nightingale – please follow us on Instagram: nightingale.class 

The children have loved their new book ‘Shelka and Belka’ which is about dogs in space. They 

have also been adding 2 different numbers, with an exchange! 

 

Darwin - please follow us on Instagram: charlesdarwin.class 

Darwin class have had a great week with Miss Giles, thank you Miss Giles and Mrs Gibbons but we 

have really missed Mrs Hanifin. Mrs Hanifin is hoping to return next week.  

The children have been writing 3 different types of poetry, haiku, cinquian and kennings. Group 2 

have also started swimming really well.  

 



Shakespeare - please follow us on Instagram: Shakespeare.class 

Shakespeare have been researching and planning in preparation for their persuasive texts. The 

have be learning how to find percentages of amounts too, time to take them shopping to find 

the best deals! 

 

Year 6 learning conferences 

A reminder that year 6’s learning conferences are on the 4th and 6th March.  

 

Bookings for learning conferences for the rest of the school will be available on 7th March 12pm.  

 

World Book Day 

World Book Day is Thursday 6th March. Children are invited to come to school dresses as their 

favourite character from their favourite book, not movie. The children should bring their book 

matching their character to share with their peers.  

 

The PTA are also holding a bake sale and preloved uniform sale at 9am on 6th March. The 

governors will be present to talk to anyone interested in the role. 

 

Mrs Gibbons 

Mrs Gibbon’s last day will be Thursday 6th March, we are so grateful she has stayed a little longer 

with us and have been so lucky to have her support. We will miss her greatly.  

 

We have an advert for a learning support assistant that is live on Essex School Jobs and through 

the link. We encourage you to take a look and share with anyone interested.  

 

Mrs Itoje 

Mrs Itoje has been appointed following our vacancy in January and will be starting with us in 

Nightingale on 7th March 2025. 

 

Extra curricular activities 

We have sent a communication out today to expand our offer of extra-curricular activities after 

school. There is a cost to these to cover the overtime of the staff member leading and resources 

needed. We are exploring how to increase this range and ask that you are patient whilst we 

consider the best way to do this. If you know of any external clubs who may want to use our 

facilities for the school, please let Mrs Childs know.  

 

PE Days 

Monday Potters and Shakespeare  

Tuesday Nightingale  

Wednesday Potters and Shakespeare 

Thursday  Nightingale and Darwin 

Friday Darwin 

 

PTA – The Friends Matching Green School  

Please make sure you follow the PTA on Instagram: matchinggreenschoolpta 

 

Second hand uniform 

Please leave any donations of uniform you no longer need with the school office, second hand 

uniform is so valuable to many of us. If you need any uniform, please contact the PTA or the 

School Office and we will source some out for you. 

 

75 Club 

February’s draw will take place on Thursday 27th February, should you wish to sign up for a 

number before the draw, and be in it to win it, please see details below. 

 

https://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/Vacancies/Details.aspx?VacancyId=108316


 The 75 Club raises much needed funds to help support our pupils with extra-curricular trips, 

visiting theatre productions, as well as helping to fund other resources for the school. 

 

To join the club we are asking for £2.50 per calendar month per number. The numbers range 

from 1-75. The draw will take place on the last Thursday of the month and the lucky 3 numbers 

pulled out will win cash prizes (1st - £30, 2nd - £15 and 3rd - £10) but, the more members of the 

club, the larger the prize fund will be! During the summer holidays, the prize fund will roll over to 

create a BIG Rollover to be drawn in September! More Information can be found here. 

 

Easyfundraising 

Matching Green C of E Primary School - Harlow are registered with easyfundraising, which 

means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop online. It’s completely FREE and 

only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page at: Easyfundraising - Matching 

Green C of E Primary School 

 

World Book Day 

On World Book Day, the PTA will be holding a bake sale at 9am and will also be displaying their 

pre-loved uniform.  

 

 
 

https://matchinggreenessexsch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/head_matchinggreen_essex_sch_uk/EXiNJBfapVZMmd-4dgN4XtEBdhQo-RfCHi2KCjpH231YUA?e=fp6qnf
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/matchinggreenprimary/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/matchinggreenprimary/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1


SEND resources 

 

EPINS Emotional Regulation workshop for parents 

Karen from the HGRC group has apologised profusely for muddling her times and missing the 

meeting on Wednesday this week. I have rearranged this for 11th March at 1.30pm – 3pm in the 

school hall. Please confirm your attendance by contacting the school office.  

 

EPINS – parent workshops 

The online workshops will take place via Teams on the following evenings in March (details are 

also in the attached flier): 

  

Neurodevelopmental Diversity Tuesday 11th March, 7pm 

Learning & Executive Function Wednesday 19th March, 7pm 

Emotional Regulation Thursday 27th March, 7pm 

  

Please fill in this form (one per attendee) to book places on the 

workshops: https://forms.office.com/e/wK9hNXRnab. You will need to give consent to share the 

attendees’ email addresses with Essex PINS for the purposes of running the workshop. 

 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/wK9hNXRnab


Dates Resources Referrals 

Tuesday 11th March 1.30pm 

Parent workshop on emotional 

regulation at Matching Green 

School. 

 

Tuesday 11th March 7pm – 

Neurodevelopmental Diversity 

online workshop 

 

The Essex Local Offer 

Roadshow 

Thursday 13th March 2025 at 

The Harlow Hotel, CM187BA. 

 

Wednesday 19th March – 

Learning and Executive 

Functioning online workshop 

 

Thursday 27th March – 

Emotional Regulation online 

workship  

 

The Epping Forest SEND 

Roadshow. 

Monday 31st March 11am – 

3pm. Thomas Willingale School 

(see leaflet below) 

Essex Local Offer 

Supporting your 

Neurodivergent Child 

West Essex Inclusion Project 

Essex Family Wellbeing 

SEND IASS 

Autism Central 

West Essex Inclusion Project 

One Plan Process 

Zones of Regulation pack 

Community Paediatric Service 

West Essex Community 

Specialist Services 

 

Recent Letters  

03.09.24 – Welcome Back 

14.11.24 – Adverse weather procedures 

18.12.24 - Darwin swimming. This has information on how children have been grouped for 

swimming this term, please check to see when your child is going.  

07.02.25 – Letter from Neil Banks re Headteacher appointment  

07.02.25 – Letter from Neil Banks regarding Governor vacancy  

10.02.25 - Darwin group 2 swimming letter 

14.02.25 - Darwin cross country letter 

24.02.25 – Potter class trip to Aerozone 

25.02.25 – Potter class birth certificate request 

27.02.25 – Extracurricular activities 

27.02.25 – Maypole for Key Stage 2 

 

Spring Summer 

04.03.25 – West End in School  

04.03.25 – Year 6 learning conferences 

05.03.25 – Potter Educational Visit to Aerozone, 

Stansted.  

06.03.25 – World Book Day – dress as your 

favourite book character. 

06.03.25 – PTA - Bake and book sale for World 

Book Day 

06.03.25 - Year 6 learning conferences 

09.03.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

18.03.25 - Learning Conferences for EYFS – year 

5 

22.04.25 – Children back to school 

29.04.25 – Class photos 

05.05.25 – May Day 

11.05.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

12.05.25 – 16.05.25 – SATS week 

16.05.25 – PTA Year 6 celebration 

21.05.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

23.05.25 – End of term 

26.05.25 – 30.05.24 – Half term 

02.06.25 – Non-pupil day  

08.06.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

09.06.25 – PTA Father’s Day gift room 

https://send.essex.gov.uk/
https://essexfamilyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ECC-Supporting-Your-Neurodiverse-Child-Spring-2024-V4-Accessible.pdf
https://essexfamilyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ECC-Supporting-Your-Neurodiverse-Child-Spring-2024-V4-Accessible.pdf
https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/leisure/west-essex-inclusion-project/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do/
https://www.essexsendiass.co.uk/
https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WEInclusionProject
https://send.essex.gov.uk/help-learning/make-plan-action-support-your-child-0/one-planning-process#:~:text=The%20planning%20phase%20describes%20who,include%20any%20resources%20needed
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/zjnEi9TrlRHhIGa9?ref=Link
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/community-paediatric-service/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/journey-to-autism-diagnostic-service-jades/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/journey-to-autism-diagnostic-service-jades/


19.03.25 - Learning Conferences for EYFS – year 

5 

21.03.25 - Red Nose Day 

24.03.25 – Mothering Sunday gift room 

24.03.25 – 28.03.25 – Mothering Sunday lunches 

this week 

26.03.25 - last swimming lesson for Darwin 

group 2.  

31.03.25 – PTA Easter Enrichment and Easter 

Egg Hunt. 

01.04.25 – 9am - Easter Celebration Service at 

Matching Church, CM17 0QZ. Parents will 

need to take and return to school. 

02.04.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

from 2.45pm 

03.03.25 – Nightingale trip to Thorndon Country 

Park 

04.04.25 – End of term. Children finish at 

1.15pm. 

13.04.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

09.06.25 – 13.06.25 – Father’s Day lunches this 

week 

17.06.25 – Sports Day 

23.06.25 – 9am Trinity Service at Matching 

Church, CM17 0QZ. Parents will need to take 

and return to school. 

24.06.25 – Reserve Sports Day 

06.07.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

16.07.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

10.08.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

14.08.25 - Seedlings at Matching Feast Room 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 
Parking 

When picking up or dropping off children at schools, you should do the following: 

• Allow yourself plenty of time as the area is likely to be busy. 

• Do not park on yellow zigzag lines and avoid parking opposite them. 

• If you decide to park further away, please be considerate of local residents and avoid 

blocking driveways or access ways, especially for emergency vehicles. 

Parking outside schools | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 

 
Are you worried about a child?  

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking 

openly to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember, 

safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  

 

If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact one of our Designated Safeguarding 

Leads via the school office. Please ask to speak to Vicky Childs, Matthew Ball or Jacquie Toon 

and specify that you have a safeguarding concern.  

 

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support 

and advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.  

Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111 

 

WhatsApp 

 

WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps available and, as of 2024, has been 

made accessible to users as young as thirteen. With end-to-end encryption preventing even the 

platform itself from viewing any messages that users send on it, this app has been regularly 

utilised by those looking to keep their conversations private. 

 

Unfortunately, the service poses several risks to its younger users – from misinformation and 

bullying to potential criminal exploitation – and it’s vital that parents and educators understand 

these concerns and how to address them. This free guide delves into the online safety risks of 

WhatsApp and offers expert advice on how to safeguard any young people who use the 

platform. 

 

https://www.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/parking-outside-schools/


 
 

 



 



 


