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Week 1 menu Week 2 menu 

Next week, we are Week 2 

School dinner can be ordered on the day and children in Key Stage 1 receive free school 

meals.   

 

Chinese New Year menu 

Remember to prebook our Chinese New Year celebration meal for 29th January 2025. Parents of 

Nightingale class are invited to join us, and this place will also need to be booked, a letter will 

come home next week. 

 

Menu 

Sweet and sour chicken  

Or 

Sweet and sour Quorn 

Or  

Jacket potato 

 

Rice 

 

Spring rolls 

 

Prawn crackers 

 

Year of the Snake biscuit 

 

Collective Worship 

Listening to the ‘Eye of the Tiger’ this week, we have been sharing our experiences of 

endurance. By reflecting on Philippians 4:13 ‘I can do all things through Him who strengthens 

me’, we have found comfort in God’s love and support for us all to enable self-belief. Maisie 

was excited to share a special bracelet that her Godfather got for her that referenced 

Philippians 

 

                                                    Celebration                                                               

Potters 

Marleigh 

Nightingale 

Ayla 

Henley 

Darwin 

Brooke 

James 

Shakespeare 

Maisie 

Idris 

Sports 

Reggie P 

 

https://www.matchinggreenprimaryschool.com/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/matching-green-primary/UploadedDocument/f523ec2b-000b-4edd-9104-6f9453f62dae/winter-menu-oct-mar-2024-25-week-1.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/matching-green-primary/UploadedDocument/5989056d-5eac-40d3-9be7-361647610098/winter-menu-oct-mar-2024-25-week-2.pdf


 

Weekly update 

We have thrown ourselves back in to learning this week back. Miss Bennett was over the moon 

serving 75 dinners on our census day on 16th January, thank you so much for all of your support.  

 

Our PJ day was a fantastic on Tuesday. The children raised £106.72 towards the bins for the field.  

 

Attendance 

Attendance is hugely important in school, for all children to gain the greatest benefit from their 

education it is vital that they attend regularly and be at school, on time, every day the school is 

open, unless the reason for the absence is unavoidable. When children are absence, they miss 

important sequences in their learning which can accumulate to significant gaps. 

 

On 19th August 2024, the Department for education introduced a new statutory framework that 

all schools in England must follow. 

 
Impact on Education 

190 days at school 

Full attendance 
100% Excellent Attendance  

7 days Absent  

183 days at school 
96% Expected Attendance 

19 days Absent  

171 days at school  
90% 

Persistently Absent 

Below Expected 

29 days Absent  

161 days at school  
85% 

Persistently Absent 

Less chance of success at school 

38 days Absent  

152 days at school  
80% 

Attendance Concerns Very serious 

impact on education 

47 days Absent  

143 days at school  
75% 

Attendance Concerns Extremely Poor 

attendance 

95 days absent 

95 days at school 

 

50% 

Severely Absent 

May include involvement with Essex 

County Council 

 

Children’s attendance is also impacted by lateness. When your child arrives late at school, they 

will miss the most crucial part of the day and the start of their learning. Your child may feel 

embarrassed at having to go into their classroom or Collective Worship late and they may find it 

harder to settle. This will also disrupt the other children. Frequent lateness will have a negative 

impact on your child’s achievement and wellbeing. 

 

The current attendance at data at Matching Green is a concern and the Local Authority will be 

working with us to improve the attendance data: 

 
 Whole school Potters Nightingale Darwin Shakespeare 

Year to date 94.5% 96.3% 92.9% 95.5% 94.2% 

Last week 94.9% 96.7% 90.8% 99.3% 93% 

Persistently 

absent 

pupils 

13 pupils 1 pupil 5 pupils 2 pupils 5 pupils 

 

Class updates 

 

Potters – please follow us on Instagram: Potter.Class 

Potters have been learning about the 3 Little Pigs this week, they have compared different 

versions of the story, and the characters. They have also built they own houses of straw, sticks 

and rocks. They enjoyed sharing their experience of this in Collective Worship on Thursday with 

the story of the Wise and the Foolish man. 

 

 



Nightingale - please follow us on Instagram: nightingale.class 

The children enjoyed their geography walk this week where they identified the physical and 

manmade features within the village. They have started reading their class text ‘Traction Man’. 

 

Darwin - please follow us on Instagram: charlesdarwin.class  

Darwin have immersed themselves in Michael Rosen’s poetry this week ‘Chocolate Cake’. They 

have been totally inspired by performance poetry and enjoyed watching Michael Rosen 

perform this. The group that started swimming this week enjoyed this too.  

 

Shakespeare - please follow us on Instagram: Shakespeare.class 

In Shakespeare, the children have been looking at different mountain formation. The children 

have been writing a story about being lost in space, they explored the features of a sci-fi story.  

The children have finished their practise key stage 2 tests this week and they have done a great 

job, information for parents on the key stage 2 tests can be found here: 2025 key stage 2 

national curriculum tests: information for parents:.  

 

Website 

We will be transferring to a new website, whilst we are moving over, we are not able to amend 

or edit any of the content so some things might be out of date or difficult to find, please ring the 

office if you need anything. The photos and organisation of it looks lovely, so watch this space! 

 

PE Days 

Monday Potters and Shakespeare  

Tuesday Nightingale  

Wednesday Potters and Shakespeare 

Thursday  Nightingale and Darwin 

Friday Darwin 

 

PTA – The Friends Matching Green School  

Please make sure you follow the PTA on Instagram: matchinggreenschoolpta 

 

Film Night 

Thank you to the PTA for a fantastic film night on Tuesday, this event raised £286. 

 

Second hand uniform 

Please leave any donations of uniform you no longer need with the school office, second hand 

uniform is so valuable to many of us. If you need any uniform, please contact the PTA or the 

School Office and we will source some out for you. 

 

75 Club 

Are you feeling lucky? The 75 Club raises much needed funds to help support our pupils with 

extra-curricular trips, visiting theatre productions, as well as helping to fund other resources for 

the school. 

 

To join the club we are asking for £2.50 per calendar month per number. The numbers range 

from 1-75. The draw will take place on the last Thursday of the month and the lucky 3 numbers 

pulled out will win cash prizes (1st - £30, 2nd - £15 and 3rd - £10) but, the more members of the 

club, the larger the prize fund will be! During the summer holidays, the prize fund will roll over to 

create a BIG Rollover to be drawn in September! More Information can be found here. 

 

Easyfundraising 

Matching Green C of E Primary School - Harlow are registered with easyfundraising, which 

means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop online. It’s completely FREE and 

only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page at: Easyfundraising - Matching 

Green C of E Primary School  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67693e8dcdb5e64b69e309d0/2025_key_stage_2_national_curriculum_tests_-_information_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67693e8dcdb5e64b69e309d0/2025_key_stage_2_national_curriculum_tests_-_information_for_parents.pdf
https://matchinggreenessexsch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/head_matchinggreen_essex_sch_uk/EXiNJBfapVZMmd-4dgN4XtEBdhQo-RfCHi2KCjpH231YUA?e=fp6qnf
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/matchinggreenprimary/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/matchinggreenprimary/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1


 

Valentine’s Disco 

The next event for the children is the Valentine’s Disco on 12th February. The event is 3.15pm – 

5.15pm to include a snack plate and a drink. The children will need to bring their dancing shoes 

and clothes to school with them to change in to.  

Tickets cost £5 which must be paid to Matching PTA to include reference DISCOSURNAME 

 

 
 

 

SEND resources 

 

Matching Green Primary School PINS parent/carer meeting 

Thank you to those of you who attended the last meeting on 20th December, there is a further 

meeting arranged for you, please see the details below.  

Date: Friday 7th February’25 

Time: 2.30 – 3.15 pm 

Location: School Hall 

PINS Contact – Stacey Gladden 

 

Agenda 

• Update on PINS project  

• Updates from school  

• Round Table 

Open discussion on school-based matters. 

 



If you are a SEND parent/carer and are unable to attend the meeting due to work 

commitments, you are more than welcome to email me with your views/feedback.  

Please contact me on stacey@essexfamilyforum.org for a copy of the talking points and survey 

results that will be discussed at the meeting.   

I will welcome feedback by email until 14th February 2025 

 
Emotional Regulation Parent Workshop 

A workshop for parents will be held in the hall on emotional regulation on 29th January at 2pm. 

Dates Resources Referrals 

Wednesday 29th January 2pm 

Parent workshop on emotional 

regulation at Matching Green 

School. 

 

Essex Family Forum parent 

meeting in the school hall 7th 

February at 2.30pm. 

 

The Essex Local Offer 

Roadshow 

Thursday 13th March 2025 at 

The Harlow Hotel, CM187BA.   

Essex Local Offer 

Supporting your 

Neurodivergent Child 

West Essex Inclusion Project 

Essex Family Wellbeing 

SEND IASS 

Autism Central 

West Essex Inclusion Project 

One Plan Process 

Zones of Regulation pack 

Community Paediatric Service 

West Essex Community 

Specialist Services 

 

Recent Letters  

03.09.24 – Welcome Back 

14.11.24 – Adverse weather procedures 

18.12.24 - Darwin swimming. This has information on how children have been grouped for 

swimming this term, please check to see when your child is going.  

 

Spring Summer 

29.01.25 – Emotional Regulation workshop for 

parents from 2pm.  

29.01.25 – Chinese New Year lunch with 

Nightingale parents 

07.02.25 – School PINS parent/carer meeting 

12.02.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

from 2.45pm. 

12.02.25 – PTA Valentines disco 

12.02.25 - last swimming lesson for Darwin 

group 1.  

14.02.25 – Valentines lunch with Potter parents.  

17.02.25 – 21.02.25 – Half term 

28.02.25 – PTA Non-Uniform Day  

26.02.25 - Group 2 Darwin swimming starts 

28.02.25 – PTA Quiz Night 

04.03.25 – West End in School  

05.03.25 – Potter Educational Visit to Aerozone, 

Stansted.  

06.03.25 – World Book Day 

06.03.25 – PTA - Bake and book sale for World 

Book Day 

18.03.25 - Learning Conferences 

19,03.25 - Learning Conferences 

21.03.25 Red Nose Day 

24.03.25 – Mothering Sunday gift room 

22.04.25 – Children back to school 

29.04.25 – Class photos 

05.05.25 – May Day 

12.05.25 – 16.05.25 – SATS week 

16.05.25 – PTA Year 6 celebration 

21.05.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

23.05.25 – End of term 

26.05.25 – 30.05.24 – Half term 

02.06.25 – Non-pupil day  

09.06.25 – PTA Father’s Day gift room 

09.06.25 – 13.06.25 – Father’s Day lunches this 

week 

17.06.25 – Sports Day 

23.06.25 – 9am Trinity Service at Matching 

Church, CM17 0QZ. Parents will need to take 

and return to school. 

24.06.25 – Reserve Sports Day 

16.07.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

 

 

mailto:KateTR@essexfamilyforum.org
https://send.essex.gov.uk/
https://essexfamilyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ECC-Supporting-Your-Neurodiverse-Child-Spring-2024-V4-Accessible.pdf
https://essexfamilyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ECC-Supporting-Your-Neurodiverse-Child-Spring-2024-V4-Accessible.pdf
https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/leisure/west-essex-inclusion-project/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do/
https://www.essexsendiass.co.uk/
https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WEInclusionProject
https://send.essex.gov.uk/help-learning/make-plan-action-support-your-child-0/one-planning-process#:~:text=The%20planning%20phase%20describes%20who,include%20any%20resources%20needed
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/zjnEi9TrlRHhIGa9?ref=Link
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/community-paediatric-service/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/journey-to-autism-diagnostic-service-jades/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/services/west-essex-specialist-services/journey-to-autism-diagnostic-service-jades/


24.03.25 – 28.03.25 – Mothering Sunday lunches 

this week 

26.03.25 - last swimming lesson for Darwin 

group 2.  

31.03.25 – PTA Easter Enrichment and Easter 

Egg Hunt. 

01.04.25 – 9am - Easter Celebration Service at 

Matching Church, CM17 0QZ. Parents will 

need to take and return to school. 

02.04.25 – Learning Celebration Afternoon 

03.03.25 – Nightingale trip to Thorndon Country 

Park 

04.04.25 – End of term. Children finish at 

1.15pm. 

 

Safeguarding 
 

Parking 

When picking up or dropping off children at schools, you should do the following: 

• Allow yourself plenty of time as the area is likely to be busy. 

• Do not park on yellow zigzag lines and avoid parking opposite them. 

• If you decide to park further away, please be considerate of local residents and avoid 

blocking driveways or access ways. 

Parking outside schools | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 

 
Are you worried about a child?  

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking 

openly to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember, 

safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  

 

If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact one of our Designated Safeguarding 

Leads via the school office. Please ask to speak to Vicky Childs, Matthew Ball or Jacquie Toon 

and specify that you have a safeguarding concern.  

 

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support 

and advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.  

 

Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111 

 

Tik Tok 

Among children – and especially teenagers – TikTok boasts approximately 220 million users, 

providing a near-endless reel of short clips intended to entertain, educate and more. However, 

along with its enormous userbase comes a significant number of possible risks: Ofcom have 

dubbed it the most likely app on which teen users would potentially suffer harm. 

 

With the platform reaching astronomical levels of success among the younger generation, it’s 

vitally important for parents and educators to understand the risks it poses. This free guide lets 

you know about the most prominent potential dangers associated with TikTok and offers expert 

advice on how to safeguard youngsters who are navigating the site. 

 

 

 

https://www.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/parking-outside-schools/


 


